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others that might be mentioned, have become destitute of
natural affection, preaching and catechizing are almost
useless. Your declamations will rouse in them no En-
thusiasm of Humanity, but, it may be, an ecstasy of fright
or fanaticism. Instruction in morality or theology will not
make them moral or religious, but only a little more
knowing and self-satisfied. A great example of humanity
put visibly before them may indeed rouse in them the
sense they want, but it will never have the healthy keen-
ness and calmness it might have had, if it had been roused
in the manner appointed by nature. Therefore all Chris-
tians who take an adequate view of Christian obligations
wiH consider that the removal of all such social abuses as
destroy natural affection, and by doing so kill Christian hu-
manity in its germ, is among the first of those obligations.
But again, where natural affection exists, a peculiar per-
version of it requires to be guarded against, which often
makes it hostile to that very Humanity of which it is
properly the rudimentary form. It is apt to take a clan-
nish, exclusive shape, and to inspire not merely no love
but positive hatred towards those who are without the
circle of blood-relationship. It has been shown above how
the very same attraction which created states, isolated them,
created national distinctions, and, arising out of national dis-
tinctions, a permanent condition of international hostility.
This state of things is still far indeed from being obsolete,
and the same abuse exists within the bosom of states in
another form. Divisions arise, embittered by supercilious-
ness on the one side and envy on the other, between the
high-born and the low-born, and other advantages such
as wealth and acquired station arc eagerly seized by family
affection as an excuse for turning itself into an exclusive